Train to Nowhere: Inside an Immigrant Death Investigation

A documentary film by Director Paul Kakert and Writer Colleen Bradford Krantz

Produced by Storytellers International
Synopsis

When the bodies of eleven Central Americans and Mexicans were found inside a freight car in Denison, lowa, a
hardened Immigration and Naturalization Services investigator was assigned to the case. He found his professional
detachment gradually melting away as he befriended a young Guatemalan victim's brother while hunting for the
smugglers who locked the group inside the sweltering railcar. Eight years after their deadly journey, immigration
remains a hotly contested issue, with President Barack Obama promising major changes in immigration policy.

The documentary, 'Train to Nowhere; Inside an Immigrant
Death Investigation,' offers an honest, but compassionate look
at the deaths of the eleven undocumented immigrants. The -
documentary breaks free of the standard immigration story in H P a N m H o
examining the case from various viewpoints: that of the - , = ‘ =
immigration agent, the brother of a victim from Guatemala,

and a one-time train conductor imprisoned for working with N‘ OW h e m e
the smugglers. Viewers will see beyond the superficial levels : . :
of the people involved in the story and understand the Inside an Immigrant Death Investigation
complexities of their personalities and the situation. The
immigration agent himself is the grandson of an
undocumented immigrant. He remembers traveling to Idaho
as a boy for the sugar beet harvest. The former train
conductor, once paid to help slip people into the United States
by train, has a new career in which he helped build a section
of the new border wall. The older brother, once an
undocumented immigration himself, begged his little brother
to remain in Central America even as the older man's
financial situation showed the younger man what could be

1l Sealed Railcar...ll Dead Bodies

achieved. These kinds of situations make immigration a o BhemaTiag
complex issue, far from black and white. PR

P RN,
'"Train to Nowhere; Inside an Immigrant Death Investigation' o s &&é_{ -
takes the viewers from the streets of southern Texas, to a ( ST s
Guatemalan farm, to the lowa town where the bodies were
found. Using medical experts and scientists, it also describes
what those horrific last hours would have been like for the people locked in the railcar. This film is about our shared
humanity - the ambitions and hopes of those who would allow a smuggler to lock them inside a railcar, and about
those left behind to ask, "Where did we go wrong?'

Director’s Statement
By Paul Kakert

Colleen Bradford-Krantz, who wrote and co-produced the film, presented the idea for this film to me. Her passion for
the story and her incredible research to discover the details and people involved really appealed to me. I was also
drawn to the shocking Midwest story on a topic that is becoming more commonplace in the lives of everyone across
the country, not simply the border states. I knew this was a film that would have great regional interest but would also
have something to offer on the national and international scene. Perhaps the most compelling reason for me to make
the film was that it focused on the people. I want to tell stories of human drama in my films, and the characters we
meet in Train To Nowhere tell incredible personal stories. To truly share in the character's experiences is a priceless
quality I want to deliver in every film I make.



I want all of my films to entertain while also being informative and thought provoking. In the case of Train to
Nowhere, the very nature of the content is already thought provoking. That was perhaps our biggest challenge with
this film; to let the actual story itself unfold without injecting our personal viewpoints into the film. Remaining neutral
in our tone was of paramount importance. I believe we’ve done an excellent job of this as the film does not promote
one belief over another on the very impassioned illegal immigration debate. One viewer commented that the film has
a “CSI” quality, and that is an accurate statement. We follow the events in a very factual manner and give equal voice
to the actual people involved who experienced this event from the side of immigration law enforcement, the relatives
of the immigrants, and even the smugglers who were arrested for their involvement. We realize that people will come
to this film with thoughts on illegal immigration already, so this film is focused on the human drama involved. My
hope is that people do not see this as an immigration film, but rather a film about people and the decisions they make
to deal with their very personal life situations; decisions that, in this case, proved devastating. I do not believe you can
watch this film and not walk away wanting to discuss the people or decisions that are presented.

Storytellers International is my non-profit organization that makes all of my filmmaking possible. The goal of the
organization is to bring a world of stories to our local, regional, and national audience through thought provoking and
entertaining documentary films. I would encourage viewers to visit the site and sign up for free updates so they can be
informed as we release new films. I would also encourage those who may wish to get involved to contact me from the
site. There are plenty of opportunities to help through funding or volunteer service.

Resumes

Paul Kakert: Director, Co-Producer, Cinematographer/DP, Editor, Sound Editor

Paul Kakert has owned and operated a video and multimedia production company in Iowa
since 1991 and has produced videos and 3D animations for broadcast, federal government,
non-profit organizations, higher education, and corporate businesses throughout the United
States. Paul founded Storytellers International in 2009. The non-profit organization produces
feature length documentary films, telling stories from around the world. As President and
Director of all productions for the organization, his goal is to build an online, fanatic
audience for documentary films through his community website DocumentaryTV .com. In
addition to promoting the films he and other independent producers create; the organization
actively solicits story ideas from a growing community at DocumentaryTV.com. Anyone can pitch a story they would
like to see SI produce. Paul’s goal is to inspire the public to tell him what is important to them, and most importantly,
to hear from those who are close to the stories and the people involved. To date, films by Storytellers have taken Paul
to India and Kosovo and throughout the US to meet his vision of bringing a world of stories to a US audience.

Colleen Bradford Krantz: Writer, Co-Producer, Publicist

Colleen worked as a reporter at daily metro newspapers for a decade (St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, The Des Moines Register) before turning to
freelance journalism. She is author of a blog about immigration and holds a journalism
degree from Iowa State with a minor in political science.

FREELANCE JOURNALIST (August 2005 to current)

THE DES MOINES REGISTER, Metro Iowa Reporter (December 1999 to August 2005)
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL, Metro Reporter (October 1997 to November 1999)
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH, Metro Reporter (January 1996 to August 1997)

WASHINGTON POST, Metro Intern (May 1995 to August 1995)

OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, Metro and Copy Editor Intern (May 1994 to August 1994)




Production & Promotional Stills

Investigators cut into the rail car in Des Interview with Alonzo Martinez, retired
Moines, IA. immigration officer/investigator.

Iowa newspaper article from 2004 following the prison sentencing of the smugglers.
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"Train to Nowhere' recounts immigration-smuggling tragedy
Docurnentary will preervere in Denson Saturday

By BEISY SIMON
Timas Harald Staflf Writer

Tawsdy, Spwrow 3, 261e

DENISON = Dozens of railcars have pxced through Denison in the
last enght years, but none have been etched on Colleen Bradford
KrantZ’s mind Ik e the one that carrsed 11 dead Centrd Amencan
and Maxacan illegal immagrants into tawn on Oct. 15, 2002

For aight years, while tha avent fal prey to the pubkc's short-term

memory, Krant2, an Add resdent and former Des Moines Regster

Journalist, could never seem forget the story of what she deemaed .

“the ran to nowhere” Byrcr Acevede, 18, of Guotemala, wos cre of the 13 Blagel
g e Faund in & railcar o Danas @ 000, Farevar Dac

. Hanos Ragelor jourmalicl Callbon Keande locutas o0 how

Vetore ] left the Des Moines Register ive yeas ago, | was wirking  acovedc cassa 82 his untissaly $asth anboard tha train in hev flle,

for tham in eastemn lowa and didn’t have much 10 o with the stary  “Train 10 Nowhare irgide & Inaigract DOath 1ovattigatice.”

when it broke, but it always seem ed 1o suck with me for some
reason,” she said, "When [ decided to leave the paper and stay at
home with my kids, 1 started writng a book proposal on the
subjece.”

Kot knowing whare the bock might go, Krantz partnerad one year
ago with fim dractor Paud Kakart, prasidant of the
Davenport-based Starytelers International, ta turn her search for
answers INto the newly completed dotumen tary, “Tran 10 Nowhere
Inzide an Immigrant Death Investigaton” — s story of 3 VS
Immagrabon and Naturakzation Servce ofhcer's hunt for those
responsible for the 11 deaths

The public is invited to this wookend's three free, advanced film Elsac Acavede, a U.5. chtizan aed brothar of Bryce Acaveda, talks

screanings. with Callsar Krarkz about tha cawch and decavary of hie brothar,

wha was ona af 11 llagal immigrante found doad ir a rallcar in
DRnsan in 2000 ME irtdviaw & wchdod  waris’s

o . . .
A Saturday screening 1s scheduled for 3 p.m, at the Donna Reed Jocumartary, “Train 10 Hewhare: Insida a6 Tevmiprant Daath

Performmng Arte Center in Denison, where Chad Eliot, 3 Coon trvestigation,” which dabuta thie weskurd.
Rapids-based musican who compased the film's musce, will 3lso
perform.

There will alzo be two 2ereenings on Sunday - one at 2 p.m. in the [owa Public Television's Maytag Auditorium in Johnston,
where Elliot will perform again, and another at 2 p.m., in the Figge Art Museum, 225 W. Second St. in Davenport

Towa Pubic Telewision wil 3ls0 ar the Alm 3t 7 p.m. Tuasday, Oct. 12 — threa days batora tha sighth annwersary of the
discovery at the Derson FSC/ADM plant.

VIt was lowa Public Televwizion's idea 10 shaw it nedr the anriversyry,” Krants 23d. "They decided on that date three or four
months ago, and told us to make that our target date for com pletion. They even talked about showing it an the actual
anmwirsary, but 1 think there might have been scheduling confets ™

Krantz dacded 10 bring “Tran w Nowhere™ to the big screen when publishers first sheed away from ber nonfiction bock
proposal because of 3 pravious lack of sales for book s on iImmigraton,

That's whon she brought Kakert on board to direct the documentary, which started filming in Denison, Des Moines, Ankeny
and lowa City with 3 grant for 3 couple of thousand dolars from Humanities lowa, which has covered part of the film's
$15,000 price 139 thus far,

Kakert £3id the workload ha been divided mostly between himself and Krantz, but it's been worth it

"The film is produced by Storyteller’s International, but the film actually found me,” he sad. “When Colleen approached me
about it, 1 loosaly rem emberad tha avant and thought it was tha kind of Alm Storytellers shoudad make.”



What's iIntriguang, he said, 15 that the documentary is not the typical mmigration story,

"We wenit 0ut Of the way 10 make Sure it's neutr . No poltical or Parsonyl views ware involved,” Kakert sad.
"1t's & very Afferent story that looks at whare these pecple came fom, whch provides a twist not usualy found i a story like
s

Unlike Kakert, whose career is built on what he sees through a camera lens, “Tran to Nowhere™is Krantz's rst orack ata
career as an ndependent journaist and her frst tme in broadcast media, after 10 years of newspaper repcrting.

And o fim production wasn’t enough, Krantz, 37, couldn't let go of her hope to find a publisher for her book, whech she
managed to do about two years ago.

Ent¥aed "Tran to Nowhera: [nside an Immigrant Death [nvestigaton,” the book 15 schaduled for release this speing.

Krantz, an lowa State University journalam graduate, based her works on conversanons with border guards and Sederal
AGeNLS invohed in the Cate, who halped piecs 10gether the victim s’ path from Mexico, whace they were loaded by smugghers
N0 3 grain hopper bound e the U.S.

The smugglers Iost track of the hopper, which crossed the U.S ~Mexican border undetected by authorites, and contrued on to
Oklahoma, whare it was stoead for four manths befors it = ade its way %0 1owa with the victiens stll ingide.

1t was later discovered that the victims, ranging n ages from 10 1o 40, were unable to release the hatch inside the rail car,
leading o thaw deaths by defydration and hypertharmia.

The wetims were identified with help from DNA test and the FBI and returnad to thew home countries.

Nearly a yoar after the remans were found, charges were brought against two of the four persons believed to have
connechons to the smuggling rng.

Juan Fernando Licea-Cedillo, of Mexco, was sentenced to 292 months imprisonm ent.

Former traen conductor Arnul® Pores, of Kingsville, Tecas, was sentencid 1o 41 months behind bars for providing trsn
schadules to the smugglers,

ROGeko Hernandes Ramos, 0f Mexico, was found in his hom & country, but Krant2 $aid, befre he's extradi thd, Me:xico wants
ASRCANCH RAMOs won't receve the death penalty.

Only Gullermo Madrigal 8 allesteros, of Mexico, remans a fugitive in the case, she sad.
Krantz dvd nab an interview with Flores, following hes early release from prison,

"He was 3 Inta reluctant to do the intarview, but we went to Taxas 20 talk to bem, 30d [ wasn't aven sure it would happen
untl we 33t Gown with him " she s3d.

Krantz said Floces dorsn’t blame him self for the 13 deaths, but she thinks his coming forward about it was Fis way of reaching
out.

He 14y in the dotumentiary that he doemn’t feel responssble ©r what hagpened because he ddnt |oad the wctims in the
raicar, but | thenk part of his wilkngnass to be in the documentiry wad & way of giving something 1o the families,” she sad,

But the story doesn’t end there,

An interview with a Mexican-Am encan iImmigraton agent explans the crimnal investgation that d

But it's imerviews with the family of victm Byron Acevedo, 10, of Guatem ala, that Krant2 saed humare2es this story of
inhum ane treatment.

The tnd Acevedo's brother, Thiseo, 3 New York resident and one-time undotum ented workee, explans the heartbraak he sbll
suffers because of his brother's death,

“Uliseo talks about the manths he couddn’t Snd his beother and he tears up whan he talks about eventually having o bring his
brother's body hom e,” she said. “Me had promised his mother that he would brng his litde brother hom @ %0 Guatemala, and
he stil struggles with the fact that he coudd only bang his body.”

Immigraton it & cut-and-dry issue, &8 Krant: leamed during the Sim's production, She hopes viewers understand both
sides of the debate by the time the credits roll,

“When pecple watch £im s on somethung that is 50 poktically hot, | think they tend to watch i 1o see which sice the producirs
are on, and turn it off when It's not on thewr side,” she sad. “We wanted to tell the story in way that pecple on either side
would not turn away, and 1 think we dd that.

“And maybe, if people watch the whale thing, it will open up thew minds and Aow them %0 learn something about why the
other side feels the way it does about immigration issues. There is no simple answer to imm igraton.”
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Munson: Adel writer refuses

to give up on 11 victims

by KYLE MUNSON + kmunson &dmreg.com *
October 1,2010

Adel, la. - She couldnt get the story out of her head.

Colleen Bradiord Krant reported primarily from
eastern lowa when she worked at The Des Moines
Register for about five years starting in 2000. But it
turmed out to be a westemn lowa tragedy that she
didn't cover that continued to haunt her after she
left the newsroom to focus on raising a family.

Now that story, initially envisioned as a book, has
become an hour-long TV documentary written and
co-produced by Krantz, 37, *Train to Nowhere" will
be screened around the state next week, then aired
Oct, 12 on lowa Public Television.

"1 never thought of mysell as a TV journalist,” Krantz
said this week in the midde of a sunny afternoon on
her back deck south of Adel.

She and her husband, Darin, live on five scenic
aces with their three kids (ages 2to 7), three
bottle-fed calves in the pasture and a couple of
kittens angling to take up residence in the house for
the winter,

An idyflic fall day on the deck is a world away from
the grisly events of eight years ago that inspired
Krant2's documentary.

Maybe you remamber the basic cutline of the border
crossing gone horribly wrong: Eleven decomposad
bodies were discovered on Oct. 14, 2002, locked
inside a raliroad grain car in Denison.

It was eventually determined that all 11 vctims were
undocumented immigrants from five dfferent
countries, smuggled aboard a train route that
orignated in Matamoros, Mexico. The group that
came to be known as the "Denison 11" died from
hyperthermia and dehydration that June in Texas.

Krantz kept wondering: What would it have been like
to exped an hour-long jaunt, only to be left to an
agonizing death stretching over as many as three
sweltering days?

So she began to answer the question by resaarching
& book and writing its initial chapters. She enlisted
an agent. But at least one publisher wamed that
mmigrant tragedy books don't sell well

It wasn quite a last-ditch effort, but dose: Kramtz
oventually emailed the idea to IPTV, where she was
met with interest and adwvice.

Here's where | didnt expect to give a sliver of
positive press to the now-defund lowa Film Office,
which collapsed amid financial scandal and became
a poltical football. Krantz connected with her
drector and co-producer, Paul Kakert of Davenport,
thanks to a referral from the film office.

This documentary represents a first foray for both of
them - Krantz straying into video, Kakert launching
his own nonprofit documentary company,
Storytellers Intemational

“Peopla couldnt believe we were making it," Kakert
said of the reactions he and Krantz received while
filming in Texas, where the Denison 11-type
headines have been more common,

The documentary ultimately became more of a
charadter-driven study than an issues polemic.
Krantz emphasized that she and Kakert aren't pulling
& Michael Moore job, and they even test-screened
their fim for objectivity.

Byron Acevedo, at 18 the youngest of the victims,
hailed from Guatemala and became one of Krant2's
main characters, His older brother in New York,
Eliseo Acevedo, provides some of the most heartfelt
interview footage.

And now a book has materialized thanks to the

. Krantz finishes writing it this month,
and lce Cube Books of North Liberty plans to
publish it next spring.
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Inside an Immigrant Death Investigation

Jrsage cowrtery of Seoryrellens Interational

When the bodies of 11 Central Americans and Mexicans were found
inside a freight car in Denison, lowa, a hardened Immigration and
Naturalization Services investigator was assigned to the case. He found his
professional detachment gradually melting away as he befriended a young
Guatemalan victim's brother while hunting for the smugglers who locked
the group inside the sweltering railcar. Six years after their deadly journey,
immigration remains a hotly contested issue, with President Barack Obama
promising major changes in immigration policy.

Train to Nowhere: Inside an Immigrant Death Investigation, side, Humanities
focuses on this case from the "other" side—that of lowaawarded
the government agent. In this case, the agent himself A IMp0r grant

. . . 'é'r!v '.',‘J(A or |
is the grandson of an undocumented immigrant. He jor this fim

remembers traveling to Idaho as a boy for the sugar
beet harvest. This film is a piece about our shared
humanity—the ambitions and hopes of those who
would allow a smuggler to lock them inside a railcar,
and the surprising sensitivity of an investigator whose
life was changed by this case. Most importantly, the . i ihe producer and
story of this agent and the man he befriends illustrate g ..ctor. Colleen Krantz
the complexities inherent in the immigration debate. ;.4 paul Kakert.
Nothing is as black and white as it seems.

project. As this docu
mentary nears its release
to the [\le we would
like to let you know
more about this remark

able film and introduce



HI: Any thoughts on immigration in lowa

especially since the recent Postville events?

CK: I think lowans, in general, are big on personal responsibility; if you put
yourself in a situation, you should be ready to accept the consequences. But

they are, at the same time, compassionate, particulardy to those people with
whom they have developed a connection, whether through church, because
ofliving on the same street, or from having children in school together. The
result, in my opinion, is that many lowans are torn between a belief that our
laws should be followed, and an understanding that many undocumented
immigrants are coming to the United States in an attempt to escape lives
of poverty and hardship. The Postville raikl magnified those feelings across
the state. Neighbors watched neighbors being led away in handcuffs, and
although some were glad to see the federal government enforcing the law,
others felt uneasy, or even angered by the whole scene.

HI: What's happening with the film now? Where can people
find out more? Do you having any future projects planned?
CK: We have completed the filming and are now in the editing phase. We
expect to complete Train to Nowhere by mid-April, after which we hope
to secure a broadcast home for the film. We are hoping to hold free pub-
lic viewings in the Des Moines area, Denison, and Davenport, but have not
yet set dates. We have had some publicity, with a resulting jump in internet
traffic to our website. Our plans for the documentary have been featured or
mentioned on immigration blogs and sites. People can find out more at www.
TrainToNowhereFilm.com.

After working for a decade as a newspaper reporter, this project represents
my first foray into the world of film. I'm enjoying doing the work and hope
to do more documentaries. | have begun talking with Paul Kakert about the
possibility of working on another one with Storytellers International. We're
still discussing what topics we might tackle.

FLL TR T

Lo

apv cowrty of

A few words from
Director & Editor,

Paul Kakert

What are each of your

roles in the film?

This flm is truly Colleen’s
project. As the producer and
writer, she is the driving force
behind its production. Col-
leen learned of me through
the lowa Motion Picture As-
sociation. My role has been
as director and editor, which
essentially means 1 have shot
all the footage and will be
the person completing the
final edit.

What were the challenges

in producing the film?
Anytime you are working
with an event that happened
years in the past, it's always
a challenge w find enough
relevant visuals to work with.,
We've had great luck finding
television news coverage and
investigation photographs to
mix with our interview foot-
age. But my challenges on the
visual aspects pale in compari-
son to Colleen's challenges of
tracking down all the people
involved in the story and ar-
ranging interviews and build-
ing the basic story structure.

When will it be ready for
viewing on [PTV?

We will complete the final
edit in mid-April and hope to
have it aired on IPTV shortly
thereafter. We will also feature
the film on www.Documen-
tary I'V.com,which is the film
community website produced
by Storytellers Intemational.

Slowx



Train to Nowhere film: IPTV debuts a journey of inquiry

Davenport : IA : USA 1 Oct 11,2010
By BorderExplorer

The emotionally charged national controversy over immigration takes an uncharacteristically calm position in the new
documentary film debuting on Iowa Public Television this week, entitled Train to Nowhere: Inside an Immigrant Death

Investigation.

The film investigates the horrific discovery that rocked Iowa and the nation in 2002 when authorities found eleven badly
decomposed bodies sealed inside a freight car in rural Denison, Iowa. Who abandoned these Mexican and Central American
undocumented immigrants in pursuit of a better life, leaving them to die a hellish death in a sweltering grain car? Train to
Nowhere investigates that question, taking an in-depth look at the crime and at everyone it touched.

Train to Nowhere's tone is consistently nonjudgmental. Each player in the investigation is interviewed, and they all get a fair
hearing: from the families of the deceased, to a key immigration agent, from a man charged in the case, to an FBI
investigator. Each shares a unique point of view. And, as the stories unfold, so do the complexities of the issue of illegal
immigration. But ultimately the viewer is left to grapple with that wider context: the push that drives the influx of migrants
and the challenging push back they try to surmount.

No stone is left unturned in this crime investigation story. We trace the journey that brought the immigrants onboard the train
and piece together what transpired next. Medical professionals reconstruct the ugly reality of death by dehydration and
hyperthermia. The medical examiner recounts the process of identifying bodies, and we learn how they were returned. The
fate of the perpetrators is revealed. The emotional aftermath of grief is palpable in the story of a brother whose frantic search
encountered tragedy. The unlikely friendship he forges with the border patrol agent assigned to the case adds to the irony.

Production collaborators Paul Kakert and Colleen Bradford Kranz draw no conclusions and preach no political positions.
And because of that, the general public --as well as educators of all kinds-- could find Train to Nowhere a useful resource as
the nation addresses immigration reform. The extremely reasonably priced DVD may be purchased at the film's website. It
also provides a free study guide download.

Nothing is as black and white in the immigration debate as it may seem, says the film. However, through Train to Nowhere's
careful investigation and retelling of a tragic incident, it also shines a spotlight of clarity into some dark corners of our
national immigration controversy. By introducing the players in this human drama, and by carefully helping us understand
them, the film just might have the power to elicit critical thought and productive dialogue.

An appreciative audience of 150 at an advance screening in Davenport, lowa yesterday interacted with Kakert and Krantz
after viewing the film. Their discussion with viewers who reflected a variety of opinions on immigration opened up a
dialogue that was fruitful and positive, participants said.

If it can accomplish that, then Train to Nowhere offers a journey of inquiry that is well worth climbing aboard. It airs on Iowa
Public Television on Tuesday at 7 PM. It will appear next month at California's Paso Digital Film Festival.

This is a train worth catching.

The "Train to Nowhere: Inside an Immigrant Death Investigation" premiere Iowa broadcast on Iowa Public
Television (PBS) includes showings at the following times/channels: Tuesday, October 12 at 7:00 PM, on IPTV;
Wednesday, October 13 at 8:00 PM on IPTV World; and Friday, October 15 at 9:00 AM on IPTV World.

BorderExplorer is based in El Paso, Texas, United States of America, and is Anchor for Allvoices



